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FEBRUARY 7 PHS MEETING
AUTHOR JOHN ROBINSON TO PRESENT
‘THE LIFT BRIDGES OF THE BAY AREA’
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into Alameda you
Most notably the
can see movable
Golden Gate
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bridges across the
Closer to home
Benicia-Martinez Bridge there is the lift bridge at Mare Island.
Bay were all lift bridges: the Antioch
Bridge (1926), the Dumbarton Bridge
Opened in 1980, and still in service, it
(1927), and the San Mateo Bridge (1929). Alas, those
is the third bridge between Vallejo and Mare Island.
are all gone now. Inadequate to modern traffic needs,
The February 7 PHS meeting will be held from 6:30
most of these early bridges were replaced by less
- 8 p.m. in conference rooms 2A and 2B of the Kaiser
interesting, but more practical, concrete-and-steel
Permanente Medical Office Building, 1301 Pinole Valspans.
ley Road. All are welcome to attend this FREE event.
But there are still a few old vertical-lift and swing
Refreshments will be served.
bridges in use around the Bay Area. One of the most
Come by and learn more about the life, death, and
magnificent is not a highway bridge at all, but the
in some cases amazing longevity, of these interesting
Southern Pacific Railroad Bridge between Benicia and
and important parts of our architectural history — the
Martinez, opened in 1930, and a beautiful example of Bay Area's movable bridges.
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Pick up Newsbriefs at these locations:
AccuTech Auto Care, A.D. Dern Insurance,
The Alley Cafe, Antlers Tavern, Bank of the West,
The Bar Athletics, Bay Park Retirement Residence,
The Bear Claw, Big O Tires, Blue Sky Sports, Cafe
Soleil, China House, Cindy’s Shear Cuts, Coldwell
Banker Bartels Realtors, Crocketts Premier Auto Body,
East Bay Coffee Company, George A. Egan, CFP, The
Embers, Farmers Insurance (David Hampton),
Garden of Gems, Good Butter Bakery, Happy Sashimi,
Headquarters Salon, Her 365 Fitness, Kaiser Permanente Medical Office Building, K & L Automotive,
Kendall Financial Services, Letcher Bros. Auto Repair,
Mechanics Bank, Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt, Douglas
Oliver, D.D.S., Oliver’s Hardware, Attorney Donald E.
Patterson, Pinole City Hall, Pinole Creek Cafe, Pinole
Grove Apartments, Pinole Library, Pinole Packing &
Postage, Pinole Paws, Pinole Police Department, Pinole
Senior Center, Pinole Valley Community Church, Realty
World (Viktor Manrique), Ristorante Due Rose, Joel
Ross, M.D., Sam’s Dog House, Sequoia Real Estate,
Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S., Sherry’s Kitchen, State Farm
Insurance (Lino Amaral), State Farm Insurance (Rick
Chalk), St. Joseph School, Sugar City Building Materials,
Sunshine Floor Covering, Tenax Law Group, 10th Inning
Baseball Cards, The New Deli, The Red Onion, Tina’s
Place, TMF Accounting Services, Top Floor Salon,
Albert M. Tsang, D.D.S., West Contra Costa Transit
Authority, Westmont of Pinole, Windermere Rowland
Realty, Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries.
Newsbriefs also posted on the PHS website (click
on NEWSLETTER in the menu bar).
FOR ADVERTISERS: 2,000 printed copies of PHS
Newsbriefs are distributed every quarter, generating
readership among thousands of Pinole and West County
residents. Hundreds more receive the newsletter directly from the PHS via its database and website.
If you’re interested in advertising, contact
Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or (510) 724-9507.

February 12, March 11, April 8: Monthly Board of
Directors meetings. The public is invited to attend
and speak on any of the items discussed at these
meetings. Pinole Senior Center, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
PHS booth at Pinole Farmers’ Market. Every other
Saturday, April through December.

PinoleHistoricalSociety
Board of Directors: Jeff Rubin, President; Mary
McMains, Treasurer; Jo Ann Gannotti, Secretary;
Norma Martínez-Rubin, Carol White.
Directors Emeritus: Marcia Kalapus, Jack Meehan,
George Vincent. Newsletter Editor: Jeff Rubin.

2020 PHS

MEETING DATES

February 7, May 1, September 11, November 6
All meetings are held from 6:30-8 p.m. in conference rooms 2A and 2B of the Kaiser Permanente
Medical Office Building, 1301 Pinole Valley Road.
For more information, call (510) 724-9507, e-mail
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org, or visit our website
at www.pinolehistoricalsociety.org.

Official insurance carrier of the Pinole Historical Society

ADVERTISE WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.
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President’s Message
Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society

THOUGHTS ON THE SPIRIT OF GIVING

W

hat inspires
people to give
back to their
community,
to help others with no
expectation of reward?
It’s a question that
crosses my mind from
time to time, particularly
when I think about Mike
and Terri Stott of The
Bear Claw, and the
Pinole Valley High School
Interact Club.
Those of us who participate in community
events know they will be
treated to cookies and
pastries donated by The
Bear Claw. So, it was no
surprise when the Pinole
History Museum, which
sponsored the 2019
Holiday Tree Lighting at
the senior center, asked
Mike and Terri to donate
six dozen pastries, Mike
donated 12 dozen
instead. It’s what they
do, and they do it with
glee.

SPIRIT OF GIVING
All generations turn to
young people as our
hope for a better future.
It’s always been that way,
with each generation

hoping their descendants
will live in a more peaceful time.
So, it’s comforting,
and encouraging, when
I think of the Interact
students.
I’ve seen them for
years participating in a
number of local events —
Community Service Day
and Coastal Cleanup, to
name just two — but only
recently have I had the
pleasure of learning what
imbues them with the
spirit of giving.
Interact volunteers
have been essential to
the success of the first
two Pinole History Museum dinners, helping set
up and tear down tables,
and serving meals.
What strikes me as so
unusual is they look for
activities in which to
participate.
I asked Leda Pho-Thai,
this year’s Interact president, to interview some
of her members and
write an article on the
spirit of giving. Read her
article on page 12; it will
make you feel good
about the future.
The November 2 muse-

um dinner was a great
success. We fed 240 people and had an incredible
raffle and silent auction.
A complete list of all
the raffle donors will be
published in our next
E-News online newsletter.

Jeff Rubin

Put My Experience and Knowledge
to Work For You
Having the right
connections in the
community makes all
the difference. I grew up
in the Pinole-Hercules
area, where my ancestors
settled more than 150 years
ago, some farming the
fertile soils from Pinole to
Rodeo, while others helped
build the communities
we now call home. The
benefits of my longstandAllen Faria
ing connection to and
detailed knowledge of the community are the
foundation for the outstanding service I deliver to
my clients.

Allen Faria, Realtor®
DRE#R01792978
3088 Pinole Valley Road
Pinole, CA 94564
510-812-6417

1918-2020
102 years
Serving Families
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We thank our donors for
their generosity and support
Want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN? Send a check
payable to Pinole History Museum to
PO Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564, or donate online at
www.pinolehistorymuseum.org
Up to $99
Frank Acedo
Andres Anacker, MD
Bob Antaki
Adila Araya
Michael Ashburne
Ralph Bedwell
Jimmy Boucher
Ross Browne
Sharon Bullock
Karla Butler
Janet Bywater
Joe and Lea Campbell
Joyce and Dwight Carbone
Judy Cates
Mary Di Cecco
Alex and Rita Clark
Patti Clark
Earl and Cecilia Combs
Christine Costa
Crocketts Premier Auto Body
(Tom Welsh)
Marge Dean
Phyllis Dill
Brian and Kathy Donohue
Mary Drazba
David Dumolin
Marvin Dutra
Mary Ann Egger
Mark and Darlene Elms
Bruce Ezzell
Lois Faria
Peter Fimbres
V Fimbres
Linda Flood
Tashia Flucas
Mary Collins Gallagher
Maria Gallo
Cindy Wilson Gattenby
Margaret Gelhaus
Terry Gilliam
Kay Green
Marilyn Griego
Julie Ann Hawks
Colin Hill
Fred and Irene Hollister
Sonny Jackson
Mike and John Janda
Pete and Sherry Janke
Roy and Kristen Javellana
Kay Johnson
Deborah Jordan
Shirlee Kahila
Yevgeniy Kazinets

Frank Kelly
Virginia Kennedy
Peggy Kirton
Gregg and Sabrina Kurita
Don and Michele Lau
Patricia H. Lewis
Richard and Patricia Loomis
Steven Lopez
Laurelle Martin
Jack and Nancy McFarland
Tracy McKendell
Lisa Melgarejo
Ariel Mercado
Mike Riback (Meyers Nave)
Deborah and Joe Miglia
Bill and Diane Miller
Nancy Miller
Rob Moitoza
Mary Myers
Donna Mythen
Christine Nadeau
Carolyn and Jon Nelson
Tom Netemeyer
Audrey Nieman
Terry O’Donnell
Kate Owings
Don Patterson
Bob Polacchi
Jan Parfet
George Parsons
Pam and Ron Patzlaff
Jim Payne
George Pursley
Robin Raber-Luna
Vickie and Michael Resso
Mary and Danny Rinaldi
Julia V. Roundy
Juanita Sayo
Leona Seidell
Paul Sekins
Sylvia Villa Serrano
Robert Shea
Danna Shirley
Diane Sielbert
Daniel Silva-Thwaites
Fran Silver
Nancy Snodgrass
Dan Steele
Karen Stella
Elaine Sturtevant
Arlene Tapia
Ann Tarabini
Ginny Taylor
Jeanette Tramm

Edgar Vovsi
Kay Warfel
Ora Weber
Mary and Charles Whaley
Carole Whitmarsh
Andre Le Mont Wilson
Howard and Linda Wise
Sonya and Bill Wyland
Judith Yacovetti
Rie Yagi
Pat York

$100 to $249
Lois Boyle
Deanna Brownlee
Chipotle
Cynthia Christian
John L. Collins
Hank and Doreen Covell
Belinda Espinosa
Stella Faria
Julia Faulkner
James and Carolyn Flynn
Nancy and Gary Gill
Judy Hamilton
John and Ann Heintz
Hercules Historical Society
Sally Johnson
Joanne Johnston
David Smith
Tim Kearns
Anne Kesti
Mike and Sharon LeFebvre
Linda Jane Kole and
Steven Morrow
Tom Leal
Nancye Lee
Margie Liberty
Richard and Claudia Lindsay
Patty McGoldrick
Mary and Warner McMains
Elizabeth Barroca Miller
Arnold Ode
Paul and Phyllis O’Driscoll
Charlene O’Rourke
Carole Person
Walt Peterson
Pinole Garden Club
Maureen Powers
Carole Price
Pat Rei
Richmond Elks Lodge No. 1251
Mark and Donna Rubin
Celeste Silvas
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Jennifer Sobol
St. Joseph School
Gary and Colleen Tipp
Jan Torbet
Jim and Jean Ulversoy
Patricia Weishahn
Steve and Fran Welstand
Ann Wilson
Martha and Ken Wong

$250 to $499
Joel and Jo Ann Gannotti
Avram Gimbel
William Green
Bob and Carol Kopp
Dennis Lorette
Pete and Cathy Murray
Doris Salmi
Chris Wimmer
Florence Wong

$500 to $999
Katherine Kiehn
Darrell Jay Tucker
Edit Villarreal
Betty Viramontes

$1,000 to $2,499
Edward Downer III and
Yoshimi Downer
Steve and Priscilla James
Alex and Nita Jason
Joy Jennings
Eric and Deborah Mariotti
William McMaster
Brian and Susyn Normington
Roberta Tim Quan
Shirley Ramos
Vincent Salimi
Angela Schneider (House of
Lilith Hair Designers)
Joy and Sid Shapiro
Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S.
Lyla Yu (Happy Sashimi)
$2,500 to $4,999
Mechanics Bank
$10,000 to $14,999
Tessie Curran Baldwin
$15,000 to $19,999
Jeff Rubin and
Norma Martínez-Rubin

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

ARTIFACTS DONATIONS

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Donations made
“In Memory Of” or
“In Honor Of”
a special someone
may be sent to:
Pinole Historical Society
P.O. Box 285
Pinole, CA 94564

If you have any items of
historical interest about
Pinole to donate,
please contact the
Pinole Historical Society
at:
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org
or (510) 724-9507

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation, all donations
to the Pinole Historical
Society are deductible as
per the limits of the law.
Thank you for considering
donating to the
Pinole Historical Society.

Why not
advertise
with us?
Call
(510) 724-9507
or e-mail
info@pinole
historicalsociety.org

for information
and rates.

The NewsleTTer Guy®
CUSTOM-WRITTEN AND DESIGNED NEWSLETTERS
FOR

COMPANIES, NON-PROFITS AND ASSOCIATIONS
ESTABLISHED 1981

PHONE: 510/724-9507
FAX: 510/741-8698
1517 Buckeye Court E-MAIL: Jeff@TheNewsletterGuy.com
WEB: www.TheNewsletterGuy.com
Pinole, CA 94564

JEFF RUBIN
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2020 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND SEND THIS FORM
TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA 94564
MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2020 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)
NAME: (each member): _________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ( )__________________________
E-MAIL (please!): ______________________________________________________________________
CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30) Annual-renewal ($30) Business ($50) Life ($150)
METHOD OF PAYMENT: o Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)
o Credit Card: o Visa

o MasterCard

o American Express

o Discover

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Expiration Date _________ CVV_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ________________

ADVERTISE WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.

A Pinole Landmark

900 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564
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You can help us preserve the history of Pinole

A

Artifacts are an important part of these programs.
Please contact us at info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org or call (510) 724-9507 if you have an
object you’d like to donate.
Also, you can view the numerous PHS programs
right on your computer. Go to the city’s
website www.ci.pinole.ca.us/about/videos.html
and scroll down to PINOLE HISTORY. Several
recent programs have been added.

lways seeking to improve and add to the society’s collection, the PHS welcomes inquiries from
individuals owning objects which are significant to
the history of Pinole.
Though we do not have a museum, we have
three exhibit spaces at the Pinole Library and
conduct history programs for service organizations, retirement residences, and schools.

GET

READY FOR THE

2020 U.S. CENSUS

By Norma Martínez-Rubin
Mayor Pro Tem, City of Pinole

I

n March 2020, your
household will be
invited to participate
in the Census. You'll
have three options to
respond: online, by
phone, or by mail.
Census Day is April 1.
While the U.S. and
California populations
have increased over time,
Pinole residents might
wonder whether the
small-town feel of our
city has been affected by
greater numbers of people now living in this part
of the Bay Area.
Our septuagenarians
and octogenarians miss
the less-crowded streets
on which they grew up.
Our senior residents
and other population
observers can vouch for
the city’s population and
racial/ethnic shifts.
Pinole’s population
was under 1,000 persons

before 1940. It exceeded
that in 1950 with a population of 1,147. By 1960
it was 6,064. In 1970,
Pinole grew dramatically
to 15,850, attributed to
the development of
Pinole Valley.
By 1980, census data
included new ethnic/
racial categories to
describe a population
that counted Black,
American Indian, Eskimo,
Aleut, and Asian Americans. Asian Americans
were further identified by
specific national ancestry, with Japanese, Chinese, and Filipino among
the largest percentages in
the Asian community.
Prior to 1970, racial
descriptions on census
tables were limited to the
very broad categories of
“White,” “Negro,” and
“Other Races,” without
differentiating among

Norma Martínez-Rubin
“Other Races.” By 1980,
categories among Asian
Indian or Native American Indian persons were
more specific.

The race/ethnicity
categories reflected the
language of the times
with such major shifts
as “Negro” to “Black” and
later, in the 1990s to
include “Latino/Hispanic”
and “African American”
as demographic categories.
As of 2010, Pinole’s
population was 18,390.
In 2017, Pinole was
among the top ten most
racially and ethnically
diverse cities in California. Let’s all be counted
in Census 2020!

References
Census 2020. Retrieved from https://www.contracosta.
ca.gov/6999/Census-2020.
Bay Area Census. Retrieved from http://www.bayareacensus.ca.gov/index.html
Most Diverse Cities in California. Retrieved from
https://www.homesnacks.net/most-diverse-cities-in-california-128906/
Editor’s Note: Norma Martínez-Rubin is the primary Pinole
City Council lead for community engagement and education for the 2020 U.S. Census.

Advertise with us!
Call (510) 724-9507
or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org
for information and rates.
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Back in the day
George R. Vincent

THANK YOU, MR. BOTTA!

T

he Pinole-Hercules School
District was
founded in 186566. Its best-known
teacher was Frances
Louise Ellerhorst who
taught Pinole's kids for
some 40 years.
One of her pupils,
Margaret Collins, also
became a teacher and
later served as the
district's last Superintendent. She stepped down
in 1965 when the state
mandated the small
district unify with the
larger Richmond School
District.
Miss Collins had previously honored Ellerhorst,
her beloved mentor, by
naming a new Pinole
Valley school after her in
the early 1960s.
It was also in 1965
that Miss Collins hired an
energetic new teacher
fresh out of San Francisco state College. His
name was David M.

Botta. He came with a
proud hometown Italian
pedigree from nearby
Crockett.
David was recruited by
principal Arthur Kelly,
who wanted more male
teachers at his Ellerhorst
School. Who could have
predicted that when the
new Mr. Botta settled in
Room #1 to teach 6th
grade, he would remain
there for 40 years?
His coming also meant
Ellerhorst School would
never again be the same
calm oasis in Pinole Valley.
I arrived to teach at
Ellerhorst School in the
fall of 1966. I was also
recruited by Principal
Kelly, and lured away
from my school by his
stories of an abundance
of good-looking, single
young female teachers.
I had been the only
male on my other faculty,
and I left to the delight of
the ladies, who could

once more claim the
men's room as their own.
Little did I know then
that no teacher-training
manual could have prepared me for my new
faculty family or for my
new room neighbor — a
charismatic and goodnatured character named
David Botta. His classroom was stamped Room
#1 — and as I was to
learn — a well-deserved
personality number for
him as well.
Mr. Botta welcomed
me to the staff and
showed me the school
ropes. I was at first
pitied, but eventually forgiven for not being Italian. We became fast
friends, as both of us
were local boys from the
small twin planets of
Crockett and Pinole.
David was to one day
become a groomsman at
my wedding, a godfather
to my son, and a classy
master of ceremonies at
my retirement party.
David loved his Crockett roots; his family had
owned the local garbage
company. He entertained
our staff with endless
stories of "growing up
Crockett.”
He was a tireless worker in the charitable Italian Catholic Federation.
He had chosen to
come to Pinole for a
teaching job because he
was so well-known in the
Crockett community that
he wanted a fresh start
where his name was
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George Vincent
unknown. It did not take
long for his name and
exceptional teaching
reputation to travel the
length of Pinole Valley's
expensive new households.
The times in 1966
were a-changing. Miniskirts, Flower Children,
and psychadelic art and
protest music invaded
the culture. We still had a
strict dress code of suits
and ties while teaching
large classes for about
$400 a month.
Pinole Valley's new
homes sold for about
$35,000, and the city
still held its colorful Fiesta de Pinole parade. But
the main event in Mr.
Botta's life in 1966 was
his marriage to Rodeo
beauty Pat Keys. He was
now both a new teacher
and a newlywed at 23.
Most of our faculty and
staff were also very
young, eager new teachers who bonded well in
sharing teaching skills,
as well as being very
socially interactive.
In short, we had a funloving group including
administrators, secretaries, and custodians.
It was Mr. Botta who
was the sparkplug of our
social calendar.
Continued on page 9

THANK YOU, MR. BOTTA!
Continued from page 8
We had ethnic luncheons that would have
made Martha Stewart
envious, as well as offcampus holiday parties
and excursions to local
historical hot spots to
support community
businesses.
However, it was in the
classroom where Mr.
Botta's unique style of
teaching magic would
make him endeared to
40 years of Pinole's kids
then, and later as adults.
He possessed a keen
memory for his students'
names. He kept 40 years

peers. Mr. Botta got
a gold star on all
counts.
He always gave
100% to his job
and co-workers.
He believed every
child could learn if
properly motivated,
and he was their
motivator.
His room was a
museum showplace
for neatness, his
6th-graders always
lined up quietly,
and he was well respected because he gave
respect to his youngsters
in return.

of class photos and knew
the name of every child
as a grown-up.
In all those years, he
never missed a teaching
day, even when his voice
was only a whisper.
When on recess yard
duty, Mr. Botta needed
no whistle to get pupils'
attention; his booming
voice caused far-away
doors to be closed and
frightened birds to take
flight.
To be a successful
teacher, you have to be
well-organized, have class
control, and be respected
by your students and

Dave Botta
However, to last 40
years in teaching, you
Continued on page 10

Saving Memories
Saving your most precious Family Video
memories & photos on DVD is easy and
inexpensive! Slide Shows help create a
special atmosphere at Birthdays, Weddings,
Memorials, Retirement & Anniversary Parties!
Services include:
Slide Shows, transfer of VHS, Beta, all size
camcorder tape to DVD, Photo Editing.
— 8, Super 8 & 16 MM film to DVD —

Debbie Ojeda, owner
ojedahouse@comcast.net

Call (510) 724-5197 www.savingmemories.com

“BAY AREA’S
BEST HOTDOG”
3857 San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510) 223-8870

Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564

GOT

Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson

HISTORY?

The Pinole Historical Society is grateful
for donations of artifacts, photos,
newspapers, memorabilia — anything
of historical significance.
Please contact us at

Attorney at Law
Plaza Two, Hilltop Office Park
3260 Blume Drive, Suite 410
Richmond, CA 94806
www.donaldepatterson.com

info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or call (510) 724-9507.

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120
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THANK YOU, MR. BOTTA!
Continued from page 9
have to have something
more going for you that
you transfer to preteens
besides academics.
Mr. Botta had an
unorthodox way of building the necessary trust
between teacher and
pupil to inspire learning.

CAN’T FOOL KIDS
Children size up a
teacher very quickly. In
Mr. Botta's unique personality they found an
exceptional person who
loved teaching and really
cared for them.
He was a genuine
human being who
smiled, laughed a lot,
and ran a fun and orderly
classroom.
He also gave no apologies to students for

setting his expectations
for success and student
behavior during their
time with him.
When they graduated
from Room #1 at year's
end, students were not
just prepared for junior
high. Mr. Botta's classroom was a microcosm
of learned life skills they
would proudly carry forever as treasured memories of his imprint on
their lives.
Such memorable
moments stand out as
his class's "Wacky Gleason Show,” his hilarious
"Old Lady Dress" at Halloween, and the competitive 6th-grade games of
kickball, volleyball, and
softball. A testimony to
how well he was loved
by his pupils was the
Mt. Everest-pile of gifts

submerging his desk at
Christmas.

SURPRISE VISITS
A visit to your classroom by Mr. Botta was
usually unannounced,
but always exciting with
his loud “Who's in
Charge?" greeting. Forget
getting your class back
on task after that. It was
like Santa visiting in the
spring.
I have Mr. Botta to
personally thank for
encouraging me in 1969
to ask for a date with a
gorgeous new 2nd-grade
teacher named Miss
Christie DeVault. We were
later to be married.
David passed away
peacefully on November
14, 2019, shortly after
his 76th birthday and a
series of illnesses. My
wife and I both miss him
dearly.

ONE OF A KIND

In Old Town Pinole

When he retired in
2005, Mr. Botta's service
to the community was
honored by retiring Room
#1 in his name with a
brass plaque above the
door.
Mr. Botta was a rare
kind of teacher who
could teach without
books, and living proof
that teaching is an art
form all its own.
Mr. Botta's teaching

2235 San Pablo Avenue,
formerly Garden of Gems,
just off Tennent Avenue next to
the Pump House.

AnGel (724-1454) And
MAry AriAS (724-7510)
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career has also been
honored by his daughter,
Nancy. She has followed
in her father's footsteps
as a teacher at Collins
School in Pinole. In
1965, the school was
called Pinole-Hercules
#2. Coincidentally, it was
here also that her father's
professional career began
when he signed his first
teaching contract with
Margaret Collins.
Mr. Botta was Pinole's
adopted son and an
unsung hero of its history. He taught generations
of Pinole's youth, and has
earned the grateful
recognition of the city for
his dedication to educating so many of its citizens.
Mr. Botta and Frances
Ellerhorst were alike in
many ways. They both
shared a sense of humor
and a winning smile for
all they met. Both also
loved to walk and garden.
I am sure in Mr. Botta's
eternal encounters, Miss
Ellerhorst will stop him
and say, "Thank You, Mr.
Botta, for a job well done
in my name.”
Mr. Botta was nicknamed the "Crockett
Rocket.” He might have
been launched from
Crockett, but luckily for
Pinole, he landed here.

PINOLE’S MUSEUM WEBSITE —
SPREAD THE WORD!

T

he Pinole History Museum website is online
at www.pinolehistorymuseum.org.
There are sections on the Pinole Garden
Club, historic preservation, the Pinole
Historical Society’s annual school essay
contest, the Faria House, the Fernandez
Mansion, and some of our planned
museum exhibits.
And, of course, you may donate to the
museum via the website.
Let us know what you think of the website.
E-mail comments and suggestions to
info@pinolehistorymuseum.org.

2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881
www.eathappysashimi.com

BRE 00662125

Darin
De Tomasi

PLANT
PINOLE 510-223-0610
510-724-3412

BRE 01205079
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YES,

I want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN
by donating to the establishment of the
Pinole History Museum.

Enclosed is my gift of:

My donation will help the museum enhance the
preservation and collection of artifacts that represent
Pinole’s history and culture.

q $25 q $50 q $100 q $250 q $500 q $1,000* or other_______
*With a gift of $1,000 or more your name will be placed on the museum’s Wall of Honor.

Please make checks payable to PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM or provide credit card
information below. To donate online, please visit www.PinoleHistoryMuseum.org.
Name______________________________ Address __________________________________
City___________________________________________ State______ Zip Code____________
Phone Number (___)_________________ E-mail_____________________________________
Credit Card #_____________________________________ Expiration Date _______ CVV_____

❑ I’ve included the museum in my will or estate plan
Mail your donation to Pinole History Museum, P.O. Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564

Amount of Donation $__________

The Pinole History Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (82-1454949).
Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.

PVHS INTERACT HAS THE SPIRIT OF GIVING
By Leda Pho-Thai
President, Pinole Valley High School Interact

I

nteract is an international organization
that fosters students’
leadership skills by
teaching them to become
responsible human
beings, aiding them in
international peace,
unity, and understanding.
Interact clubs are
largely student-governed,
but are supported and inspired by the Rotary
Club, a large, international service organization
run by adults.
The name Interact
comes from a combination of the words “international” and “action.”
We interact with other
high schools to promote
communication, social
activities, and service
above self. Interactors
learn the importance of
leadership, personal
integrity, helpfulness,
respect for others, and
advancement in interna-

tional understanding and
goodwill. In the process,
members are also able to
have fun and meet new
friends.
Interact gives youth an
opportunity to give back,
and show they are capable of being leaders of
the community.
The community gives
us so many opportunities, and it's our turn to
show appreciation and
say thank you.
Volunteering is a great
way to feel good about
yourself, as it is productive and it helps the
community.
Pinole Valley Interact
meets every Monday,
where we discuss future
events and how to
prepare for them. We
also reflect on past
events to learn how to
improve for the future.
Some of our biggest
events are charity

dinners and environmental clean ups.
Dinners are one of the
most important Interact
events because we usually get extra money to
fund our year-long projects. This year, we are
looking into hosting a
campus clean-up at our
school, and making care
packages to help out the
homeless communities.
Hosting such events
allows us to widen our
networks and interact
with other members from
different high schools in
California. These events
also help us develop
better leadership and
communication skills.
Each individual has his
or her own reason why
they want to give back
to the community, so I
asked some of my fellow
members why they
joined Interact.
What really draws people to want to give back
to their communities?
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“After growing up in
this community, I realized how much of a
change I can make. I
want the younger generation to realize they are
not alone. It is always
okay to ask for help. By
me going to events, I
am able to interact with
other mentors and make
a change, bettering my
own community. The
youth being involved
sets a good example for
the younger ones and
strengthens one's self.”
— Samantha
VanSlochteren
“I enjoy volunteering.
We are able to help the
world in so many ways
without even knowing.
“Seeing people enjoy
something is one of the
best feelings. When you
are physically doing
something, it makes
you feel involved.”
— Angelina Voung
Continued on page 13

The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage
for current and future generations.

PVHS INTERACT
Continued from page 12
“I give back because
my actions are louder
than my words. I’m not
a person who just says
things and doesn’t commit. I stay true to my
words.
“To feel like I’m doing
something right I need
to physically do it
myself. The continuing
encouragement makes
me want to keep going
and help. It makes me
feel happy when I’m
doing something right.
“I like to think about
how privileged I am and
how others don't have
those opportunities. I’m
thankful for them and
want to take advantage
of those opportunities.
“There is a special
feeling when you’re
giving back. It's not all
about getting free food,
t-shirts, or stickers.
If you do not like
what is going on, then

go out there and do
something about it.
When you’re trying to
do something positive
and impactful, no one is
going to tell you no.”
— Leda Pho-Thai
Honestly, most of us
do not know why we
want to give back. Once
you start doing it, you
start developing appreciation for it. Giving back
makes you feel like you
have a purpose.

L-R: PVHS Interact Club members Christine
Tran, An Le, Kamilah Pollard model their motto
— Service Above Self — on their t-shirts.

RELATIONSHIPS
Doing community
work, you start developing relationships with
different people, and
start getting to know
your community more.
There’s a certain feeling that gives you that
makes you want to do
more. Once you experience it yourself, you have
a better understanding of
what’s going on.
Without Interact, many
of us would not have the

Paula Harvey
Susan Burch
Liz Tharpe

Christina Isley
Tatiana Williams

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon
Full-body waxing • Total hair care for men and women
Tiep Vo (Kelley Nails) is back!
Nails • Pedicures • Facials
1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564

chance to grow as an
individual. Interact allows
us to get to know our
community, as well as
ourselves. We get to see
and experience the different things that make up
our community.

IMPROVING THE WORLD
When you put service
above self, the world can
be a much better place.
Volunteering is not
always easy, but you
always get something out
of it, whether it be friendship, or even just an
experience that makes
everything worth doing.
We are the youth and
we are the future. Most
people might not realize
the power that youth

(510) 741-1150
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holds because they might
think that being a kid,
you can only do so
much.
Many of us look
around and realize that
we need to take action to
make our communities a
better space for us, and
for all.

TAKE ACTION
Sometimes, we might
feel powerless, but volunteering gives us that feeling that we can indeed
make a change and help
out the community.
As individuals, if you
want the world to be a
better place, you should
take action and help. Be
the change that you wish
to see.

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2020
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of
Pinole to our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs
in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole,
the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (OR

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP)
AND HELP PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR CITY.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.

2800 Pleasant Hill Road, Suite 210
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Tel 510.724.7070 Cell 925.408.2166
glalley@farmersagent.com
CA #0125344
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Pinole

Hercules

Richmond

El Sobrante

El Cerrito

Crockett

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

T

he Pinole Historical Society sells
these Arcadia books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market every other Saturday
through December.
The Pinole, Pinole Through Time, Hercules,
Richmond, El Sobrante, El Cerrito, Maritime
Contra Costa County, East Bay Hills, Tilden

Park, and Napa Valley books are $25,
including sales tax. The Crockett, Rodeo,
Martinez, and Port Costa books are $23,
including sales tax.
Mail order prices (below) include
shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

Rodeo

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _________________________ State ___ Zip ________
Phone (
) _______________
E-mail ____________________________________________

METHOD

OF

PAYMENT

Martinez

o Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society
o Credit card (o Visa o MasterCard o Amex o Discover)

East Bay Hills

Card #_________________________CVV___ Exp. date____
# of Pinole @$30 ___
# of Pinole Through Time @$30 ___
# of Hercules @$30 ____
# of Richmond @$30 ____
# of El Sobrante @$30 ____
# of El Cerrito @$30 ____
# of Maritime CCC @$30 ____
# of East Bay Hills @$30 ____
# of Crockett @$28 ____
# of Rodeo @$28 ____
# of Martinez @$28 ____
# of Port Costa @$28 ____
# of Tilden Park @$30 ____
# of Napa Valley @$30 ____

Port Costa
Pinole
Through Time
Napa Valley

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______

Please mail to PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA 94564

Maritime
Tilden Park
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Massage by Michelle
Don’t hemp and haw
start 2020 with a buzz!
cbD oil massages only $95/hour
Limit 2 visits at this price.
Good through March 31, 2020

Gift certificates avaiLabLe at
MassaGebyMicheLLeG.coM

Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.
925.899.4811

Swedish, Deep Tissue, & Foot Reflexology
www.massagebymichelleg.com
Book Online
525 Second Street • Rodeo, CA

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

u CrossFit
u Olympic Lifting
u Small-Group Personal Training
u Raising The Bar: Designed specifically
for those 50 and older

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS FOR ALL AGES
AND LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE!
**Also home to Guardian Krav Maga
self-defense, and Zahara Yoga.**
www.TheBarAthletics.club
TheBarAthletics@gmail.com
(510) 459-0452
678 Alfred Nobel Drive, Hercules, CA 94547
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